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SUBJECT: FURTHER USG ACTION REGARDING LABOR PRACTICES OF US 
AFFILIATES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: JOHANNESBURG A- 104, 

1 . THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE ADDED AS AN ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPH AT 
THE END OF SECTION 13, RECOGNITION OF BLACK TRADE UNIONS, 

AFTER THE PHRASE "...IN CONFORMITY WITH SOUTH AFRICAN LAW: 

BEGIN TEXT. DESPITE THE CONSTRAINTS, WE BELIEVE THAT US 

FIRMS, IN THE INTEREST OF IMPROVED LABOR PRACTICES AND 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, SHOULD MAKE KNOWN TO THEIR BLACK LABOR 
FORCE THEIR WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS WAGES AND CONDITIONS 
OF EMPLOYMENT WITH DEMOCRATICALLY-ELECTED WORKS COMMITTEES 
AND TO ACCEPT BLACK TRADE UNIONS WHICH REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT 
PROPORTION OF THEIR AFRICAN EMPLOYEES. EVEN THOUGH AGREEMENTS 
NEGOTIATED WITH UNIONS MAY NOT BE LEGALLY BINDING, EMPLOYERS 
COULD MAKE KNOWN THEIR READINESS TO ENTER INTO AND 
ADHERE TO THEM. THERE IS NO SPECIFIC LEGAL PROHIBITION 
AGAINST DEALING WITH BLACK TRADE UNIONS AT THE COMPANY 
LEVEL. END TEXT. 

2. NEW LANGUAGE ON HOUSING FOR SECTION 1 1 OF REFTEL 
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